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Evaluation of the MJ-12 (Majestic 12) Documents

Historical and Factual Background

Origins and Discovery: The Majestic 12 documents (often abbreviated MJ-12 or “Majic-12”) first surfaced under mysterious circumstances
in the 1980s. In December 1984, television producer and UFO researcher Jaime Shandera received an anonymous brown envelope,
postmarked from Albuquerque, containing an undeveloped 35mm roll of film . When developed, the film revealed what appeared to be
top-secret government documents: an “Eisenhower Briefing Document” dated November 18, 1952, and a memorandum from President
Harry Truman dated September 24, 1947 . The Eisenhower Briefing Document (EBD) is a seven-page report allegedly prepared for
President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower, briefing him on the recovery of two crashed “flying disc” craft (the Roswell incident in July 1947
and a second crash near the Texas-Mexico border in December 1950) and on the ensuing cover-up . The briefing describes the retrieval
of alien technology and even the bodies of four small humanoid beings from the 1947 crash . It also asserts that President Truman, by
secret executive order on September 24, 1947, created an ultra-secret committee of 12 experts code-named “Majestic-12” to oversee the
UFO recovery and research efforts . The Truman memo found on the film appears to be exactly that: a one-page Top Secret “Eyes Only”
directive from President Truman to Defense Secretary James Forrestal, dated 24 September 1947, authorizing Forrestal and Dr. Vannevar
Bush to proceed with “Operation Majestic-12” . These two documents — the Truman-Forrestal memo and the Eisenhower Briefing — are
the core of what came to be known as the “MJ-12 documents.”

Content and Key Claims: The MJ-12 papers claim that “Majestic-12” (sometimes stylized “Majic-12”) was a select committee of twelve
high-ranking individuals brought together to deal with extraterrestrial technology. The alleged members were all prominent in
government, military, or science circles in the late 1940s. According to the briefing document, the group included men such as Adm.
Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter (the first CIA Director), Dr. Vannevar Bush (wartime science advisor), Secretary of Defense James Forrestal, Gen.
Nathan Twining, Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg, Dr. Detlev Bronk, and other notable figures . The documents narrate that after the Roswell
UFO crash in July 1947, recovery operations were conducted in great secrecy. President Truman supposedly felt the matter was of such
gravity that he established MJ-12 via a classified executive order, granting this committee full authority to exploit the recovered alien
“flying disc” and its technology, determine how to handle extraterrestrial encounters, and keep it all hidden from the public . The 1952
briefing to Eisenhower summarizes five years of secret research and cover-up: it references the Roswell crash, a later crash in December
1950, efforts to reverse-engineer alien technology, and even mentions Project SIGN/Grudge (early Air Force UFO investigations) as a
public-facing diversion . In short, the MJ-12 documents present a dramatic secret history in which the U.S. government has been
recovering alien craft and bodies and studying them in utmost secrecy since 1947, overseen by a committee of twelve whose very
existence is classified.

Additional Documents and Timeline: For a few years after 1984, the MJ-12 materials were quietly scrutinized by Shandera and his
associates, UFO authors William (Bill) Moore and Stanton T. Friedman. In July 1985, following an anonymous tip, Moore and Shandera
combed declassified records at the U.S. National Archives and discovered a one-page memo dated July 14, 1954 from President
Eisenhower’s assistant Robert Cutler to General Nathan Twining . This “Cutler/Twining memo” contains a brief reference to an
upcoming briefing for “MJ-12 Special Studies Project” on July 16, 1954. Importantly, this memo was found as an actual paper document in
government files – seemingly providing tangible confirmation that Majestic-12 was real . However, the memo is unsigned (Cutler was
out of the country at the time) and does not explain what “MJ-12” is; it simply uses the code in passing. Nonetheless, at the time Moore and
Friedman took its existence as supportive evidence that the MJ-12 briefing papers were authentic, since now “MJ-12” appeared in an
official archive .

It wasn’t until 1987 that the MJ-12 story exploded into public view. In early 1987, British UFO researcher Timothy Good announced he had
obtained copies of the MJ-12 documents and intended to publish them . Realizing the information was about to go public, Moore,
Shandera, and Friedman officially released their copies of the Eisenhower Briefing Document and the Truman memo in May 1987 . News
of the supposed secret committee and recovered alien craft made headlines. Major media outlets like the New York Times and ABC’s
Nightline covered the story, treating it with caution but noting the sensational claims . The uproar prompted the U.S. government to
react. In 1988, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the U.S. Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) both investigated the
MJ-12 papers, given that these documents were labeled “Top Secret” (if there were genuine, unauthorized release would be a serious
breach of national security). The FBI’s inquiry, done in coordination with the Air Force, would later conclude that the documents were
“completely bogus” – essentially, a hoax .

Throughout the late 1980s and 1990s, additional documents related to MJ-12 surfaced, prolonging the controversy. In 1994, for
example, UFO researcher Don Berliner received an anonymous film canister containing what appeared to be a “Special Operations
Manual” (SOM 1-01) dated 1954, entitled “Extraterrestrial Entities and Technology, Recovery and Disposal.” This manual, stamped “Majestic-
12” and detailing protocols for recovering alien craft, was circulated in the UFO community. Berliner himself, however, grew skeptical and
denounced the manual as a hoax after noting many red flags . Similarly, other purported MJ-12-related memos and briefing papers
were leaked by various sources (including a batch via UFO enthusiast Timothy Cooper). Researchers like Stanton Friedman and a few
others argued some of these could be genuine, but most ufologists and document experts found them to be fraudulent as well .
No original government-originating versions of any MJ-12 documents have ever been located – all are copies or anonymous leaks. In
summary, from 1984 onward the MJ-12 legend grew as one leaked document led to another, weaving an elaborate tale of a decades-long
UFO cover-up. The key events in this saga include the initial mail drop to Shandera in 1984, the archival find in 1985, the public disclosure
and media frenzy in 1987, and ongoing waves of leaked “follow-up” documents in the 1990s. From the start, the authenticity of these

[1]

[2]

[3][4]

[3]

[5]

[2]

[6][2]

[7][6]

[6]

[8]

[8]

[8]

[9]

[10]

[10]

[11][12]

[13]

[13]



2 / 11

documents was hotly contested, with believers hailing them as the “smoking gun” of alien secrecy, and skeptics calling them one of the
most clever forgeries in UFO history.

Credibility and Authenticity Assessment

Provenance and Source Reliability: One of the first issues with the MJ-12 documents is their dubious origin. They did not emerge
through official declassification channels or trusted whistleblowers, but rather arrived mysteriously by anonymous mail . The lack of a
verifiable chain-of-custody raises suspicions immediately – no one has ever identified the original source or motive for sending that film to
Shandera. Moreover, all the alleged members of MJ-12 had died by the time of the documents’ appearance (the last of the twelve died by
the early 1980s), meaning none of the named principals could confirm or deny their involvement . This convenient timing (that the
“leak” occurred only once all participants were deceased) has been noted by investigators on both sides. Even Stanton Friedman, who
came to champion the documents’ authenticity, acknowledged that the individuals listed were exactly those one might have chosen for
such a secret committee, “persons whom Moore [one of the discoverers] himself would probably have selected for such a committee” . Critics
argue this looks more like clever hoax design – picking prominent figures of the 1940s who can’t be interviewed – rather than evidence of
a real program.

The Cutler/Twining memo found in 1985 is the only MJ-12 document on actual government letterhead paper, but its origin is equally
suspect. It was discovered loose in an unsorted box of declassified files at the National Archives by the very researchers looking for MJ-12
references, and notably it was unsigned (if Cutler was out of town, as records show, he could not have signed it) . The National Archives
has since stated they have no record of who “placed” that memo in the box, and no other documents in any official files corroborate its
content . Archive officials searched extensively through Truman and Eisenhower administration records (including National Security
Council files) for any mention of Majestic-12 or related keywords. Aside from the Cutler memo, nothing was found – no executive
orders, no meeting minutes, no budget references, no correspondence that validates the existence of MJ-12 . This absence from the
historical record is a strong indicator to many historians that the MJ-12 storyline was fabricated after the fact. If a project as far-reaching as
alien craft retrieval existed, it seemingly left no paper trail in the archives (which is possible if it were ultra-secret, but even highly
classified programs typically generate some internal references or physical evidence, especially after many decades).

Forensic Analysis of the Documents: The content and formatting of the MJ-12 papers have undergone line-by-line scrutiny. Experts in
document examination and skeptical researchers have highlighted numerous inconsistencies and anachronisms that suggest the
papers were not actually created in the 1940s/1950s but rather forged in the 1980s. For example, the Eisenhower Briefing Document uses
a mixture of military and civilian date formats that is highly unusual. Throughout the briefing, dates are written as “18 November, 1952” – a
style that includes an unnecessary comma. Genuine military documents of that era would either use the civilian style (“November 18,
1952”) or the standard military style (“18 November 1952”) without a comma . Every date in the MJ-12 briefing follows this incorrect
format, which immediately stood out to forensic skeptics. Notably, this same odd date format with a comma was found to match the
personal letter-writing style of Bill Moore, who had been corresponding with fellow researchers in the early 1980s using that exact
format . In fact, investigator Philip Klass discovered from his files that Moore changed his dating format in letters starting in late
1983, switching to the “07 July, 19XX” style – just one year before the MJ-12 film showed up in Shandera’s mail . To Klass and others, this
was a red flag hinting that someone like Moore (who had deep knowledge of UFO history and Roswell) might have had a direct hand in
typing the documents .

Other forensic red flags include the typeface and quality of the documents. The Truman memo of 1947 (one of the leaked pages) was
purportedly typed on White House letterhead. However, when compared to authentic Truman-era memos, the MJ-12 memo looks
different: the text was done with a cheap typewriter with a slightly misaligned, dirty typeface, not the high-quality machines normally
used for presidential correspondence . The FBI’s document examiners noted that authentic Truman memos from fall 1947 had a crisp,
professional appearance, whereas the MJ-12 memo appeared to have been produced on a worn ribbon typewriter, suggesting it was not
actually created in the White House typing pool . Additionally, skeptics point out the Truman memo’s language does not match President
Truman’s blunt style. It contains bureaucratic-sounding phrases – e.g., “any future considerations relative to the ultimate disposition of this
matter should rest solely with the Office of the President following appropriate discussions with yourself, Dr. Bush, and the Director of Central
Intelligence” – which one analyst called “un-Truman-like gobbledygook.” Truman, known for plain speech, would likely have said
something more direct if he were truly authorizing action on a crashed saucer . The presence of such vague, formalized wording in a
supposedly Top-Secret memo (where Truman wouldn’t need to mince words) is another strike against its authenticity.

Perhaps the most damning evidence of forgery came from signature and content analysis. The signature of President Harry Truman on
the September 24, 1947 memo is identical – down to minor distinctive pen strokes and even a telltale scratch mark – to an authentic
Truman signature on a letter from October 1947 (a known memo Truman wrote to Vannevar Bush) . This suggests the forger did not
forge Truman’s signature by hand, but rather lifted a genuine signature via photocopy. By literally copying Truman’s real signature and
pasting it onto a fabricated document, a hoaxer could create a very convincing “signed” memo. Indeed, as early as 1987, document experts
observed that the Truman signature on the MJ-12 memo appeared to be a paste-up – likely photocopied from another document .
(The FBI’s investigation later confirmed that the signature was an exact match to a known Truman letter in the National Archives, implying
photographic duplication .) In the pre-digital era of the 1980s, such cut-and-paste forgeries were feasible using high-quality
photocopiers. Stanton Friedman and Bill Moore had, in fact, visited the Truman Library and obtained copies of presidential
correspondence shortly before the MJ-12 documents “appeared,” which is a striking coincidence . Klass noted that with access to an
authentic signed Truman memo from 1947, it would be “easy to substitute bogus text on a photocopy of an authentic original” and
thereby create the illusion of a genuine letter .

Beyond the Truman memo, more evidence of plagiarism has been discovered within the MJ-12 texts. In 1994, archivist Dr. Larry Bland
(editor of the George C. Marshall papers) uncovered that one of the alleged MJ-12 documents borrowed language from an unrelated WWII-
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era letter. Specifically, Bland found that a paragraph in one MJ-12 memorandum was lifted verbatim from a 1944 letter by General
George Marshall to presidential candidate Thomas Dewey – a letter that discussed the classified MAGIC code-breaking project . In
the forged MJ-12 version, only a few terms were altered: “Magic” (the codename for wartime Japanese intercepts) was changed to “Majic”,
and names and dates were tweaked, but the phrasing was identical . This indicates the hoaxer likely used known historical documents as
a template, simply substituting in UFO-related terms. Such a specific duplication would be virtually impossible if the MJ-12 memo were
authentic (there is no reason a memo about UFO crash retrieval in 1952 would coincidentally mirror a secret codebreaking memo from
1944). It is, however, exactly the kind of evidence one would expect if someone sat down in the 1980s to craft a “official-sounding” memo
and borrowed liberally from archived documents to get the tone right. The CIA’s historical review of UFO records later summed up this
finding: “one of the so-called Majestic-12 documents was a complete fraud. It contained the exact same language as a letter from Marshall to
Dewey regarding the ‘Magic’ intercepts in 1944, with names and dates altered and ‘Magic’ changed to ‘Majic.’” . No original of this MJ-12
document has ever surfaced – only the photocopy – further underscoring that we are dealing with a fabricated text.

Official Assessments: Every government or independent forensic analysis to date has deemed the MJ-12 papers inauthentic. The FBI,
after its 1988 investigation (spurred when copies of the MJ-12 papers were sent to the FBI to check their classification status), concluded
the documents were “bogus” and not legitimately classified records . An internal FBI teletype from November 1988, for example,
instructed the Dallas field office to close its inquiry, noting “the document was bogus and the case should be closed.” . The U.S. Air
Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) likewise determined there was no evidence of any such “Majestic-12” group or operation in
their files and cooperated with the FBI in debunking the papers . Later, in 1994-95, as part of a broader review of the Roswell incident,
the General Accounting Office (GAO) contacted multiple agencies (the Air Force, National Archives, Information Security Oversight Office,
etc.) asking about MJ-12. All agencies responded that their only knowledge of MJ-12 was the user-provided documents being circulated;
none had any record that Majestic-12 had ever existed as an actual classified program . Crucially, the GAO reported that “the overall
conclusion concerning the authenticity of the Majestic 12 material was the same – there is no evidence that the Majestic 12
written material constitutes actual documents originally created in the executive branch.” In other words, official archivists and
security officers unanimously found no trace of MJ-12 in real government records and did not consider the leaked papers to be legitimate.
The GAO even noted that the supposedly Top-Secret MJ-12 papers should not be regarded as ever having been classified by any agency
(essentially declaring them fake) . This matched the National Archives’ own exhaustive search, which (besides the dubious Cutler memo)
came up empty and found “nothing that appeared to fit the description of the Majestic 12 material or any references to that designation”
in the appropriate files .

Whistleblower Testimony: Unlike many UFO cases, the MJ-12 affair doesn’t revolve around first-hand eyewitnesses but rather on
documents themselves. There were no direct whistleblowers publicly coming forward to authenticate the documents. However, one
shadowy figure often linked to MJ-12 is Richard Doty, a former AFOSI agent. In 1983 (a year before Shandera received the MJ-12 film), Doty
met with UFO researcher Linda Moulton Howe and showed her documents he claimed were genuine government files on UFO crashes
and secret committees, including references to “MJ-12” . Howe has said Doty promised her extraordinary evidence (even film of an alien)
which never materialized, but he did briefly let her glimpse papers referring to “small grey aliens” and a project Majestic-12. This suggests
that elements within the intelligence community may have been seeding the MJ-12 story before the documents ever leaked publicly. Doty’s
credibility is extremely controversial – he has admitted involvement in disinformation activities in other UFO-related episodes, and many
researchers suspect that the MJ-12 documents could be a product of an AFOSI disinformation campaign in the 1980s . While this
crosses into who and why (addressed in the next section), the key point is that no legitimate former official has ever validated the MJ-
12 papers as authentic. On the contrary, individuals who initially vouched for them (often anonymously) have never provided solid proof,
and those with verifiable credentials (like retired generals or scientists from that era) have generally either never heard of MJ-12 or flatly
denied its existence. For instance, General Bobby Ray Inman (a high-ranking intelligence official in the 1980s) was asked about MJ-12 in an
interview and did not corroborate anything about it (some MJ-12 proponents tried to infer “hints” from his answers, but no clear support
came forth). The absence of any credible insider backing the documents, combined with the multitude of forensic signs of forgery,
severely undercuts the MJ-12 documents’ reliability.

Arguments for Authenticity (Proponent View): A small number of UFO researchers, most prominently Stanton T. Friedman, spent
years investigating the MJ-12 documents and argued that, despite some anomalies, they could be genuine. Friedman, a nuclear physicist-
turned-UFO researcher, performed his own detective work: he interviewed relatives and colleagues of the alleged MJ-12 members to
gather circumstantial evidence, dug up supporting documents (for example, proving that the named officials were indeed involved in high-
level UFO discussions in the late 1940s), and even commissioned linguistic studies. One oft-cited pro-authenticity point Friedman made is
that Dr. Robert M. Wood and Ryan Wood (who inherited the MJ-12 research effort) hired forensic document examiners to test the
physical properties of some leaked MJ-12 documents. In cases where actual paper was available (like the 1954 SOM1-01 “Special
Operations Manual”), the examiners reportedly found the paper, ink, and fonts consistent with 1950s era materials . For example, a
forensic analysis by James Black (a recognized documents expert) compared typewriter impressions and concluded they matched
machines used in the 1940s-50s, not modern ones . Additionally, Friedman noted that the Majestic 12 documents show knowledge of
certain obscure facts that a forger might not have easily known. One claim is that the list of members and the timing dovetails with real
events – e.g. the inclusion of General Walter Bedell Smith (who succeeded Forrestal on the committee in the documents) lines up with
Forrestal’s death in 1949 . Skeptics counter that all those facts were a matter of public record by the 1980s, but proponents feel the
hoaxer would have to be extraordinarily well-informed.

Friedman also enlisted a linguist, Dr. Roger Wescott, to compare the writing style of the Eisenhower Briefing Document with known
genuine writings of Adm. Hillenkoetter (who is identified as the “Briefing Officer” and presumed author of the EBD). In an April 1988 report,
Dr. Wescott stated he saw “no compelling reason to regard any of these communications as fraudulent or to believe that any of
them were written by anyone other than Hillenkoetter himself.” Wescott’s opinion was that the vocabulary and tone of the
Eisenhower Briefing memo were consistent with Hillenkoetter’s other correspondence, lending some support to authenticity (though it
should be noted this was a qualitative opinion, not a quantitative linguistic fingerprint analysis). Proponents like Friedman argue that
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nothing in their years of digging definitively proves a hoax: in their view, the unusual formatting or minor errors could be explained away
(e.g. perhaps a military officer drafted the documents and used non-standard formats), and they emphasize that no one has caught the
perpetrators or produced a confession. They also point out that forgers have made mistakes on purpose in other cases to avoid legal
trouble (since reproducing a classified document exactly is a crime, but creating a “fake” containing false info is merely a hoax). Friedman
remained cautiously convinced that at least the initial MJ-12 documents (the Truman memo, Eisenhower briefing, and Cutler memo) were
likely authentic, even as he later agreed that many of the 1990s “MJ-12” documents were probably fake (he suspected some genuine ones
got mixed with disinformation) . However, it must be said that the mainstream consensus, even among many UFO researchers, is that
Friedman’s evidence is not compelling enough to overcome the clear signs of forgery. For every point raised in favor of authenticity,
skeptics have found a rebuttal or an alternative explanation. In summary, a thorough evidence-based assessment strongly leans
toward the MJ-12 documents being fraudulent. The combination of formatting anomalies, historical impossibilities, copied signatures,
plagiarized text, and the total lack of official provenance or corroboration all point to a hoax. Even so, the debate was kept alive for
decades by a few believers presenting counterpoints (such as era-appropriate typing and expert testimonials), illustrating how complex the
authentication process can become when dealing with leaked documents of murky origin.

Counterarguments, Debunking Efforts, and Competing Explanations

From the moment the MJ-12 papers became public, there was intense skepticism and a concerted effort by researchers and authorities to
debunk the documents. Here we summarize the key criticisms and the most plausible theories about what the MJ-12 papers really are, if
not genuine.

Identified Factual Inconsistencies: Seasoned UFO investigators and debunkers quickly homed in on numerous factual errors and
conflicts with known history in the MJ-12 narrative. For example, one glaring issue noted by Philip J. Klass was that the Cutler/Twining
memo is dated July 14, 1954 – but presidential aide Robert Cutler (whose name is on it) was traveling overseas on that date and could not
have written or left that memo . This suggests the memo was planted in the files after the fact. Additionally, the Eisenhower Briefing
Document refers to an “attached Appendix A” with details on UFO technology and aliens, yet no such appendix was ever provided by the
source . As Carl Sagan and others pointed out, if someone were leaking a real briefing, why omit crucial pages? It’s more likely those
references were included to create the illusion of a larger secret file. Critics have also noted that some terminology in the documents
doesn’t fit the 1940s/50s. For instance, the use of the term “ultra top secret” or the security caveat “Majic Eyes Only” is unusual (the U.S.
typically used codewords or phrases like “Top Secret – Magic” for WWII code intel, but “Majic” with a J appears only in these contested
documents) . Such anomalies accumulate, leading even UFO-friendly researchers to doubt authenticity.

Skeptical Investigations: The most prominent debunking analyses came from Philip J. Klass, a leading UFO skeptic, and from its own
ufology community “internal critics.” Klass published detailed critiques in the Skeptical Inquirer in 1987-1989, later followed by others in
the 1990s. He highlighted the formatting issues, the signature duplication, and even discovered that some paragraphs were copied from
unrelated government memos, as discussed earlier . Klass concluded the MJ-12 documents were “replete with flaws” and simply too
“perfect” a fulfillment of the Roswell UFO myth (e.g. conveniently confirming everything that Moore and others had speculated in the
years prior) . Indeed, Bill Moore had co-authored The Roswell Incident book in 1980, and it hadn’t mentioned Majestic-12 – but it did
suggest a secret team likely handled Roswell. Lo and behold, a few years later the MJ-12 papers provided exactly that scenario, almost as if
fulfilling Moore’s own “psychic prediction,” as Klass dryly noted . Historian Robert Goldberg similarly observed that Moore, Shandera,
and Friedman “came to believe the story” told by the documents even though the evidence suggests the documents were “obviously
planted to bolster” their pre-existing beliefs about a UFO cover-up . In other words, skeptics argue the trio may have been victims of a
hoax designed to exploit their UFO expectations.

Within the UFO research community, there were splits: Some, like Moore and Friedman, defended the documents, but many others grew
suspicious. By 1989, Bill Moore himself fell under a cloud of controversy when he admitted at a MUFON conference that he had
participated in a clandestine effort with AFOSI (allegedly to feed disinformation to another UFO researcher, Paul Bennewitz, in the early
1980s). This admission cast Moore’s credibility into doubt and led to accusations that MJ-12 was also part of an AFOSI disinformation
scheme in which Moore had unwittingly (or wittingly) played a role. Researchers such as Kevin D. Randle, a respected ufologist, eventually
authored entire books (e.g. Case MJ-12: The True Story Behind the Government’s UFO Conspiracies) debunking the MJ-12 documents,
concluding they were most likely forged by insiders in the UFO community and not authentic government files. Randle and others pointed
out that no U.S. government agency has ever found evidence of MJ-12’s existence beyond the documents provided by private citizens,
and in fact multiple agencies have explicitly labeled it a hoax . The National Archives (NARA) took the unusual step of publishing a
detailed reference report on MJ-12, essentially to answer the flood of public inquiries. NARA stated it had “made extensive searches” for
any Majestic-12 records in Air Force, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Truman/Eisenhower Library files, including terms like UFO, flying saucer,
extraterrestrial, etc., and aside from the Cutler memo, nothing was found – strongly implying the documents did not originate within those
administrations .

Claims of Forgery and Suspected Hoaxers: Who forged the MJ-12 documents? Several theories emerged:

Hoax by UFO Researchers: One camp believes that the documents were concocted by Bill Moore, Jaime Shandera, and possibly
Richard Doty (or other associates), either as a prank, a money-making scheme, or an attempt to stimulate government disclosure. The
evidence cited includes Moore’s intimate knowledge of the Roswell case (meaning he had the “story elements” needed to create a
convincing narrative) and the stylistic fingerprints like the dating format that matched Moore’s letters . Furthermore, Moore and
Shandera had both the means (access to historical archives and actual document examples to copy from) and the opportunity to plant
the Cutler/Twining memo in 1985 when they were the first to review newly declassified boxes . Critics argue that if Moore/Shandera
found that memo so easily on their first visit, it smells of a set-up – perhaps they (or an accomplice) placed it there to “discover” later .
In UFO circles, there was fierce infighting: Moore was accused by peers of perpetrating an elaborate hoax, while Moore in turn
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insinuated that some debunkers (like Klass) were blindly biased or even working for intelligence agencies . No concrete proof has
ever been produced that Moore or Shandera forged the documents, and both men maintained they believed the documents to be
genuine leaks. Moore’s partial confession to other disinformation activities, however, continues to fuel suspicions that he could have
been involved in manufacturing MJ-12 as well. This theory essentially paints the MJ-12 affair as a home-grown hoax within the UFO
community – one that got out of hand and took on a life of its own.

Intelligence Community Disinformation: Another hypothesis posits that MJ-12 was a deliberate disinformation campaign by a
government agency – not to cover up real UFO secrets, but rather to confuse adversaries or the UFO community itself. The
involvement of AFOSI agent Richard Doty is a key part of this scenario. Doty’s showing of MJ-12 related material to Linda Moulton Howe
in 1983 (before the documents were known publicly) suggests a planned effort to insert the MJ-12 mythos into ufology . Some believe
that AFOSI or another group might have forged the documents to track leaks (for example, if the documents surfaced in the Soviet
Union, it could indicate a breach), or simply to sow confusion among UFO researchers and discredit the UFO subject by eventually
revealing the papers as fake. In fact, there is an intriguing sub-theory that the MJ-12 papers were concocted as “bait” for the KGB
during the Cold War. According to this idea, a fraudulent UFO briefing might be used to see if Soviet spies would steal it—thus
exposing their interest or networks. This is speculative, but not entirely implausible given that genuine “Project AQUARIUS” UFO
documents were used in counterintelligence stings around that time. In any case, those who lean toward an intelligence hoax point to
how professionally some aspects of the MJ-12 papers were made (the authentic signature, the use of period paper for the Cutler memo,
etc.) and note it might have been hard for civilians to pull off without detection, whereas an insider could do it more readily. No agency
has ever admitted to such an operation. The Information Security Oversight Office (ISOO) and Air Force told GAO in 1995 that if the
MJ-12 papers had truly been classified at one time, they would have found record of them – implying that they were never officially
generated by any known program . They effectively deny that MJ-12 was an official disinformation project by saying the materials
have no provenance at all in government files . Therefore, if it was a disinformation ploy, it was done completely off the books (which
is possible, if it were a very compartmentalized effort).

Misidentified Real Program: A minority view is that maybe there was a real Majestic-12 or something similar, but the leaked
documents are deliberate fakes meant to muddy the waters around a core of truth. In this scenario, perhaps the names or dates
were altered by a leaker to protect themselves, or a competitor agency forged documents to embarrass those involved. However, given
the depth of the hoax evidence, this tends to be special pleading. Most serious investigators – even those open to UFO conspiracies –
conclude that if a UFO control group exists, the MJ-12 documents themselves are not genuine evidence of it, and may have been
released to derail serious inquiry by sending researchers on a wild goose chase.

Official Debunking and Responses: By the early 1990s, the MJ-12 documents had been widely rejected as fraudulent by almost all official
and scholarly examinations. In 1988, the FBI took the unusual step of publicly labeling the documents “bogus” after coordinating with the
Air Force’s investigation . An FBI memo from that time literally had “BOGUS” scrawled in bold letters across the MJ-12 briefing pages
that were being passed around . The FBI’s Vault release on Majestic-12 plainly states: “An Air Force investigation determined the document
to be a fake.” . The U.S. Air Force, under pressure from congressional inquiries, also officially denounced the MJ-12 documents. In a
1994 letter to Congressman Steven Schiff (who was investigating the 1947 Roswell incident), the Air Force referred to the Majestic-12
papers as “bogus” and not indicative of any classified program (they included this in a larger report to clear up UFO rumors) . The GAO’s
final Roswell report in July 1995 echoed this, stating no evidence was found to support the authenticity of MJ-12 and noting that AFOSI
had concluded an earlier MJ-12-related “memo” (a spurious “Project Aquarius” telex from 1980 mentioning MJ-12) was a forgery as well .
In short, every relevant government entity – the Air Force, FBI, National Archives, NSA, Joint Chiefs, etc. – when asked about Majestic-12,
either had never heard of it outside the hoaxed documents or explicitly labeled it a hoax after review .

UFO Community Skepticism: Within ufology, after the initial excitement died down, many respected figures came to side with the
skeptics. The noted astronomer and UFO researcher J. Allen Hynek had passed away before MJ-12 emerged, but his protege Dr. Jacques
Vallée was extremely skeptical of the papers, suspecting a disinformation agenda. Prominent UFO investigative groups like MUFON and
CUFOS published papers critical of MJ-12’s authenticity. Even Timothy Good, who first publicized MJ-12 in the UK and once found it credible,
later expressed doubts about some of the material as more inconsistencies came to light (Good continued to believe in a core UFO cover-
up but wasn’t fully convinced MJ-12 documents were real). By the late 1990s, the consensus among most UFO researchers was that the MJ-
12 documents were likely a clever forgery – either by a hoaxer in the community or by an unknown intelligence source – and that ufology
needed to move beyond them. Nevertheless, a die-hard contingent of believers held on, often suggesting even more elaborate theories (for
example, that the original MJ-12 documents are real but someone deliberately peppered them with a few errors to discredit them, or that
some are real and others fake).

In summary, the debunking of MJ-12 rests on a mountain of evidence: historical impossibilities (people being in two places at once),
format and content errors no real official would make, direct matches to known documents (proving cut-and-paste), absence from
archives, and direct statements of hoax from investigative bodies. The counterarguments in favor of MJ-12 have not withstood scrutiny;
they often require assuming conspirators anticipated every discovery (e.g. deliberately faking some parts to appear fake – a circular
argument). Thus, from a skeptic’s standpoint – which today includes the U.S. government and the vast majority of UFO scholars – Majestic-
12 is considered a fabricated myth, albeit one that was skillfully executed. As one analyst quipped, the MJ-12 papers have become the
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion” of UFOlogy – a set of fraudulent documents that refuse to die, continuing to convince some despite
being thoroughly debunked . The enduring mystery is not so much whether the documents are authentic (the evidence says no), but
who created them and why – questions that remain unanswered, as the next section discusses.

Influence and Impact on UFO Discourse and Public Perception

Although the Majestic-12 documents are widely viewed as spurious, their emergence had a profound and lasting impact on UFO lore,
public perception of government cover-ups, and even on pop culture and policy. Here we explore how these documents – real or not –
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shaped the narrative.

Reviving the Roswell Mythos: The MJ-12 papers appeared at a time (mid-1980s) when interest in the 1947 Roswell incident was
rekindling. By explicitly linking Roswell to a high-level government conspiracy, the documents poured gasoline on the fire. Many credit (or
blame) the MJ-12 revelation for the Roswell story’s resurgence as a topic of mainstream discussion in the late 1980s. The idea that
Roswell had been covered up by a secret committee of scientists and generals gave the public a focal point for the “government UFO
cover-up” narrative. In fact, after MJ-12’s appearance, Roswell went from a somewhat obscure case to arguably the most famous UFO
incident in history. Media coverage in 1987 highlighted the Roswell connection, with headlines about “Top-Secret Memo: Aliens Crashed in
1947” and the like . By repeatedly being mentioned in press stories, radio shows, and TV programs, the words “Majestic-12” became
almost synonymous with “UFO cover-up.” This helped cement in the public’s mind that the government must be hiding something. Even
though the documents were later discredited, that initial impression – that a group of powerful men had knowledge of aliens – persisted
and spread in the UFO belief community.

Conspiracy Culture and Media: Majestic-12 quickly entered the lexicon of conspiracy theorists. During the 1990s, the notion of secret
government cabals became a common trope in entertainment, and MJ-12 was a ready-made example to draw from. The hit TV series The X-
Files (which premiered in 1993) built its central mythology around a clandestine group inside the government colluding to hide the truth
about aliens. This shadowy group in the show was often called “the Syndicate” or the “Majestic Consortium,” clearly inspired by Majestic-12
lore . In an X-Files tie-in book, it’s even implied that “MJ” is a code for a powerful committee managing UFO secrets. Later films and
shows – from Dark Skies to documentaries on the History Channel – referenced Majestic-12 explicitly or implicitly. Video games like Deus Ex
made Majestic-12 the secret antagonist organization in a futuristic conspiracy storyline . Through such media, MJ-12 became
embedded in popular culture as the archetype of a government UFO conspiracy, even for people who didn’t follow the UFO scene closely.
The concept of “Men in Black” and mysterious officials silencing UFO witnesses also dovetailed with the MJ-12 idea of a hidden bureaucracy
controlling the narrative .

The MJ-12 story also influenced UFO documentaries and literature. Numerous books in the late 80s and 90s, both pro-UFO and
skeptical, devoted chapters to Majestic-12. Timothy Good’s Above Top Secret (1987) treated the documents as possibly genuine and brought
them to an international audience . On the flip side, debunkers like Philip Klass and Curtis Peebles made MJ-12 a central case study in
how not to be fooled by documents . This ongoing back-and-forth kept MJ-12 in the public eye well into the 90s. As late as 2005, an
official UK Ministry of Defence report on UFOs (the “Condign Report”) mentioned the MJ-12 affair in passing, noting it as an example of
likely disinformation that UFO enthusiasts latched onto.

Public Perception of Government Secrecy: The MJ-12 documents, despite being unproven, undeniably contributed to growing public
distrust regarding government transparency on UFOs. Polls in the 1990s showed a significant percentage of Americans believed the
government was hiding knowledge of UFOs/extraterrestrials. High-profile coverage of things like MJ-12 helped fuel that belief. After all, if
one reads a (purported) Top-Secret memo saying the President was briefed on crashed aliens, it’s hard to forget. People might not
remember the later debunking as clearly as the dramatic claim itself. Thus, MJ-12 fed into what sociologists call the “culture of
conspiracy” in America. It became an article of faith for many in the UFO community that “MJ-12” or something like it must exist. This
influenced how new UFO claims were interpreted – any whistleblower who came forward thereafter with a story of government UFO
involvement was often asked, “Were you working for Majestic? Is that real?” It almost gave a framework or vocabulary for discussing UFO
cover-ups, where MJ-12 was shorthand for the secret government within the government.

Government and Policy Impact: Ironically, a hoax can have real policy consequences. In the wake of the MJ-12 fervor and other Roswell-
related allegations, there were official responses. Most notably, in 1994 Congressman Steven Schiff of New Mexico, responding to
constituents convinced that “something” was being concealed about Roswell, requested the GAO investigation. The GAO’s work (as
discussed) indirectly had to address MJ-12, since any genuine Majestic-12 records would have shown up in their Roswell research – none
did . The pressure to respond to Roswell claims (heightened by MJ-12-driven hype) also led the U.S. Air Force to reinvestigate Roswell.
In 1994, the Air Force launched an internal re-examination of what happened in July 1947. The result was the 1995 Roswell Report, a
detailed official report that concluded the “Roswell UFO” was actually debris from a then-secret Project Mogul balloon . In that report,
while Majestic-12 isn’t the focus, the Air Force essentially dispelled the need for any “MJ-12” by explaining that there were no aliens to hide.
Some Air Force officials privately acknowledged that they undertook this unusual step of publishing a Roswell report specifically to combat
the persistent conspiracy theories in the public – theories kept alive in part by purported evidence like the MJ-12 papers. So in a sense,
MJ-12 forced the government’s hand to be more transparent (or at least more vocal) about old UFO cases, if only to debunk them and relieve
public pressure . Additionally, the sheer volume of FOIA requests and letters that agencies received about MJ-12 and related UFO cover-
ups in the late 80s/90s was significant. The National Archives, for example, had to field so many MJ-12 inquiries that it published a standard
reference letter (the one mentioned above) detailing their findings of no evidence . Thus, we see MJ-12 consuming real government
resources – archivists, investigators, public affairs officers – all dealing with a paper phantom.

UFO Discourse and Community: Within the UFO research community, MJ-12’s impact was divisive but ultimately instructive. In the late
80s, it caused rifts among researchers – some staked their reputations on defending MJ-12’s authenticity (e.g. Friedman), while others
staked theirs on exposing it as a fraud (e.g. Klass, Randle). This sometimes bitter infighting ironically led to a more robust methodology in
ufology for vetting claims. The community learned a hard lesson that just because a document looks official doesn’t mean it’s real. It led to
greater cooperation at times between civilian researchers and archivists or sleuths who could verify document details. For instance, after
the initial MJ-12 wave, UFO researchers began routinely consulting with historians and using FOIA to check the veracity of new “leaks.” The
MJ-12 saga also showed the importance of forensic linguistics and document forensics in evaluating UFO evidence – approaches that
were not as commonly applied in earlier decades of UFO research. In that sense, MJ-12 forced UFO investigators to up their game and
adopt a more evidence-based approach (the question prompt itself, notably, asks for evidence-based evaluation – a sign of the more
rigorous attitude now).
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Persistent Belief and Conspiracy Synergy: Despite debunking, MJ-12 remains popular in certain circles. It often gets folded into larger
conspiracy frameworks. For example, theories about the JFK assassination have been linked to MJ-12 in some fringe literature (claiming JFK
was killed for threatening to expose the UFO truth). The MJ-12 mythos has also merged with ideas about the Illuminati, New World Order,
and other grand conspiracies in the minds of some believers . The allure is obvious: if MJ-12 were real, it would validate the notion of a
nearly omnipotent secret government, which is a cornerstone of many conspiracy worldviews. Thus MJ-12 continues to be cited on
conspiracy websites, in YouTube videos, and by self-described “disclosure” activists as something the government is hiding. It has
essentially become legend. Even official UFO debunkers sometimes reference it as a cautionary tale – for instance, in 2019 when the
Pentagon’s UFO research (the AATIP program) became news, skeptics reminded the public not to jump to conclusions, citing past hoaxes
like MJ-12 that fooled people. Meanwhile, believers argue that the government’s eagerness to label MJ-12 a hoax only proves they have
something to hide (an example of how a conspiracy theory can be self-sealing).

In conclusion, whether hoax or not, the MJ-12 documents profoundly influenced the narrative of UFO secrecy. They injected the idea
of a long-standing, high-level cover-up into mainstream discussion, they prompted responses from government agencies, they divided and
then ultimately educated the UFO research community, and they inspired creative works that disseminated the concept to an even
broader audience. Majestic-12 is now a permanent fixture in UFO lore – as famous as the Roswell crash itself – and serves as both a rallying
symbol for those convinced of conspiracies and a case study in skepticism for those who debunk them. As one journalist quipped, “MJ-12”
is the Watergate of UFOlogy: a mix of truth and falsehood that changed the game and left an indelible mark on how the public thinks about
what the government might know about “alien visitors.”

Sources and Avenues for Further Research

Primary Documents and Archives: To fully understand MJ-12, one should start with the documents themselves and related official
records:

The Eisenhower Briefing Document (18 Nov 1952) and Truman Memo to Forrestal (24 Sept 1947) – These were the initial leaked
MJ-12 papers. High-quality reproductions and transcripts can be found in various sources (e.g., Timothy Good’s Above Top Secret and the
FBI’s “Vault” website). Reading them in full provides context for all the claims made . The FBI has made the MJ-12 file available, which
includes these documents with “BOGUS” handwritten on them by investigators . (Source: FBI Vault – Majestic 12 Part 1 (1988), which
contains copies of the MJ-12 memos and FBI commentary) .

The Cutler/Twining Memo (14 July 1954) – The one-page memorandum found at the National Archives. It’s indexed as Record Group
341, entry 267, folder T4-1846 at NARA . The National Archives’ Majestic-12 reference report is an important source, as it describes
the memo and the extent of archive searches . Researchers can view the original at NARA (to examine watermarks, type, etc.).
(Source: National Archives Reference Report on “Majestic 12” (1987, updated 1994) – provides official description of the Cutler memo and
results of file searches) .

Special Operations Manual 1-01 (Extraterrestrial Entities & Technology, 1954) – one of the later MJ-12 related documents. Don
Berliner received it in 1994. It is widely believed to be a hoax (Berliner’s own analysis in MUFON UFO Journal, 1994, pointed out errors).
Still, it’s a primary source in the MJ-12 saga. The CUFOS archive and the book Top Secret/MAJIC include the text. Researchers Robert and
Ryan Wood have also hosted scans on their MajesticDocuments.com site .

FBI FOIA Files on Majestic-12: The FBI’s investigation file (No. 62-110228-383) has been declassified. It contains inter-office memos, the
text of the MJ-12 documents as sent to them, and correspondence with the Air Force about authenticity. Notably, a Nov 17, 1950 AFOSI
“Project Aquarius” telex mentioning “MJ Twelve” appears there – the one the GAO asked AFOSI about, which was deemed a forgery .
These files are accessible via the FBI’s Vault website or through FOIA request and are invaluable for seeing the official response to
MJ-12. (Source: FBI FOIA Release “Majestic 12, Part 1” – 24 pages of memos and annotated MJ-12 docs) .

GAO Report and Correspondence (1995): The GAO’s letter to Rep. Schiff, “Comments on Majestic 12 Material,” dated July 1995, provides
a succinct summary of agencies’ positions on MJ-12 . It confirms no evidence of authenticity and that even the Information Security
Oversight Office had no record of MJ-12. This letter (GAO Code 94-0692) is publicly available in GAO archives and is a must-read for an
official perspective .

Project Blue Book Archive: While Blue Book (1947–1969) contains no mention of “MJ-12” (since the term wasn’t used publicly until the
80s), the National Archives’ UFO records (and the USAF Fact Sheet on UFOs) provide contextual background on what official UFO
investigations were doing at the times MJ-12 allegedly existed. For example, one can compare how Project SIGN or Project TWINKLE
reports match (or differ from) the claims in the MJ-12 briefing. (Source: National Archives – Project Blue Book files, and USAF Fact Sheet 95-
03 on Roswell, 1995).

Books and Scholarly Analyses:

“The MJ-12 Documents: An Analytical Report” (1990) by William Moore and Jaime Shandera. This was a privately published report where
Moore and Shandera defended the documents and responded to skeptics. It’s a primary source for understanding the pro-MJ12 stance
at the time . It’s hard to find, but some UFO libraries or archives have copies. (Referenced in CIA’s bibliography: Moore & Shandera, 1990)

.

“Top Secret/MAJIC” (1996) by Stanton T. Friedman – The most comprehensive book arguing in favor of the authenticity of (at least some
of) the MJ-12 documents. Friedman details his investigations, provides reproductions of documents, and counters many of Klass’s
points. Whether one agrees or not, it’s a crucial piece of the literature for the believer perspective. It also includes Friedman’s discovery
of other related documents and testimonies. (Marlowe & Co, 1996, includes Friedman’s narrative and exhibits.)
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“The FBI Vault Documents on Majestic-12” – While not a book per se, websites like TheBlackVault.com have compiled the FBI’s released
MJ-12 file into a downloadable PDF for ease of access . John Greenewald’s Black Vault site is a good repository for government
documents on UFOs, including MJ-12.

“Watch the Skies!: A Chronicle of the Flying Saucer Myth” (1994) by Curtis Peebles – A skeptic’s historical approach. Peebles dedicates a
section to the MJ-12 affair (he covers how the documents surfaced and were debunked, on pp. 258–268) . It’s useful for placing MJ-12
in the broader timeline of UFO belief and Cold War paranoia. (Peebles, Smithsonian Institution Press, 1994) .

“UFOs and the National Security State: Chronology of a Cover-Up 1941–1973” (2000) by Richard Dolan – Dolan is sympathetic to UFO cover-
up theories but still discusses MJ-12 with some balance. He examines the content of the documents against historical events of 1947-
52. Dolan ultimately wasn’t convinced the documents are authentic, but he explores the context of why such a hoax might emerge.

“Case MJ-12” (2002) by Kevin D. Randle – Randle, once moderately open to MJ-12, lays out the case for hoax in this later work. He
compiles the known evidence of forgery and also narratives the infighting drama among researchers. It’s a good consolidation of
debunking arguments (e.g., he discusses the Cutler memo being planted, the Truman signature issue, etc., and even attempts to
identify suspects). (Avon Books, 2002).

Articles in Skeptical Inquirer: Philip Klass wrote at least two major pieces: “The MJ-12 Crashed-Saucer Documents: Analysis” (Winter 1987-
88) and “New Evidence of MJ-12 Hoax” (Winter 1990) . These are available in archives or the CSI(COP) website. They detail every
inconsistency. Also, Robert Sheaffer (another skeptic) wrote updates in The Skeptical Inquirer and his Psychic Vibrations column, worth
reading for contemporary commentary.

“Above Top Secret” (1987) by Timothy Good – This book famously revealed the MJ-12 documents to the public and treated them as
potentially genuine . Good provides the full text of the documents and his sources. While subsequent info has superseded some
content, this book shows how MJ-12 was first presented in a serious manner to readers worldwide.

Academic studies on conspiracy culture: For a more theoretical analysis, Robert Alan Goldberg’s “Enemies Within: The Culture of
Conspiracy in Modern America” (1995) devotes a portion to UFO conspiracies including MJ-12 . Similarly, Peter Knight’s “Conspiracy
Theories in American History” encyclopedia (2003) has an entry on MJ-12 that succinctly covers the affair .

Expert Opinions and Testimony:

Dr. Bruce Maccabee, an optical physicist and UFO researcher, wrote an early analysis of the MJ-12 documents’ font and formatting (he
initially thought they might be real, but later leaned hoax). His papers are available on his personal website and in MUFON symposium
proceedings (1987-1989).

Jaime Shandera (the original recipient) rarely published, but he did speak at UFO conferences about how the documents arrived and
the steps he, Moore, and Friedman took to verify them. Transcripts or videos of those talks (for example, the 1987 MUFON Symposium
where they announced the find) can provide insight into the early mindset of the investigators when MJ-12 first came to light.

Linda Moulton Howe’s account: Howe has given interviews about what Richard Doty showed her in 1983, which included an alleged
briefing mentioning “MJ-12.” Her recollections (e.g., in her book Glimpses of Other Realities, Vol. 2) are an important part of the MJ-12
puzzle, indicating a pre-1984 seeding of the information. This could be pursued to understand the role of disinformation agents.

Dr. Roger Wescott’s linguistic analysis: As referenced earlier, Friedman got Wescott’s opinion on authorship. Wescott’s letter (1988)
and an article he co-wrote in International UFO Reporter (1989) detail his findings. While his conclusion favored authenticity, skeptics
have critiqued his methodology. Both Wescott’s and the skeptics’ responses (e.g., Paul Kimbla’s piece “MJ-12 – The Analysis: Red
Herring?”) are worth reviewing for those interested in linguistic forensics .

MajesticDocuments.com (Dr. Robert Wood & Ryan Wood): This father-son team has collected not just MJ-12 docs but dozens of
other leaked “MJ-12 related” documents. They have also published papers (MUFON Symposium 1998, 2000) on their attempts to
validate them. While many researchers are skeptical of the Woods’ conclusions (they tend to believe a lot of the documents are
authentic), their archive is a valuable repository of document scans, analyst reports, and even lab results (they had paper and ink
tested for some documents). A serious researcher should review their published reports like “Mounting Evidence in Support of MJ-12”
(Wood & Wood, 1998) and “Validating the New Majestic Documents” (2000) to see the best pro-authenticity case and the counter-
arguments it generated .

Further Research Suggestions:

Identify the Forger/Source: The biggest unanswered question is who exactly forged or leaked the MJ-12 documents. Investigative
efforts could focus on forensic backtracking – for instance, analyzing the typographic quirks of the documents to pin down the model
of typewriter or copier used, and then seeing where such machines were available in the early 1980s. Some analysis has been done
(e.g., lines per inch on the Truman memo suggest a particular copier model). A dedicated forensic document examiner might apply
modern tools to get more clues. Additionally, further FOIA requests or interviews could be directed at individuals who were around
AFOSI or the UFO community in the 1980s to gather testimonies. For example, getting more of Richard Doty’s side of the story (with
appropriate skepticism) might clarify whether MJ-12 was part of an official ploy. So far, Doty has danced around direct involvement, but
perhaps through oral history projects or declassification of AFOSI records (now that several decades have passed) more could come to
light. The “Aquarius” memo of 1980 that AFOSI said was a forgery is a lead worth following – who forged that? It appeared at Kirtland
AFB and mentioned MJ-12 . Tracing its origin could indirectly unveil the MJ-12 hoaxer.
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Deeper Archival Dives: While the National Archives scoured their holdings, one could expand the search to presidential library
archives and private papers of the MJ-12 members. Some of this has been done (no one has found mention of MJ-12 in, say, Gen.
Twining’s diaries or Bush’s files), but a systematic review of all twelve members’ personal archives might be useful. Perhaps something
innocuous like a scheduling entry (“Meeting with President – special studies group – Sept 24, 1947”) could yet be found to either confirm
or further debunk the scenario. The Truman Library and Eisenhower Library have both stated they found zero references to MJ-12 ,
but a determined researcher might look at related keywords or review the timeline around late 1947 in more detail. It’s also possible
that if any real UFO-related group existed, it might be under a different code name – some speculate “Project TWELVE” or “Majestic”
might appear in unrelated files.

Comparative Hoax Studies: MJ-12 could be studied alongside other known document hoaxes (like the “Protocolsof Zion” or the “Hitler
Diaries”) to identify common patterns. This might involve consulting historians or criminologists who specialize in forgery. They might
glean the forger’s psychology or methods. For example, linguists might run computational analysis on all the MJ-12 documents to see if
they likely were written by the same author (comparing the 1984 set vs. the 1994 SOM manual vs. others). If one author’s fingerprints
appear across all, that bolsters the hoax theory and might narrow down suspects (e.g., if vocabulary matches Moore’s writing or Doty’s
known writing).

Contextual Cold War Research: Investigating whether any U.S. intelligence program in the late 1970s or early 80s dealt with UFO-
related disinformation might provide context. The CIA’s own historical review notes the persistence of MJ-12 rumors and admits that
conspiracy theories are hard to quell . Perhaps CIA or NSA archives (some still classified) on counterintelligence could mention a
“UFO hoax” operation. Research into projects like AFOSI’s activities at Kirtland AFB (where Doty was based) or the FBI’s monitoring of
UFO groups might yield references to MJ-12 as an intentional plant. One avenue is to examine the 1980 AFOSI “Aquarius” document
(now confirmed fake) – FOIA has revealed bits of it, but a complete copy and story of how it was circulated would be illuminating. The
GAO letter mentions AFOSI had been asked to authenticate that message and declared it a forgery, but details are scant . Tracking
down AFOSI personnel from that era and interviewing them (if willing) could be a fruitful oral history project.

Continued FOIA and Declassification: As time passes, more related materials might be declassified. For instance, any 1980s
correspondence within the Air Force about “UFO researchers Bill Moore/Stan Friedman” or mentions of “Majestic-12” in government
documents (perhaps internal memos on how to respond to public inquiries) could eventually surface. The Clinton Library (since
President Clinton showed interest in Roswell and tasked Webster Hubbell to ask about UFOs) might hold some clues in their
correspondence files; similarly, the Reagan Library has a FOIA case file on UFO documents including MJ-12 (e.g., a 1988 White House
Office of Science and Tech Policy inquiry about MJ-12 is listed in Reagan Library records) . Researchers should keep filing FOIAs
and checking indexes of presidential libraries for MJ-12 or related terms.

Scientific Analysis of Physical Materials: If any original artifacts ever come to light (for example, the original 35mm negatives that
were sent to Shandera, assuming they still exist in someone’s possession), they could be analyzed for forensic clues. Film edge markings
could date the film stock (some analysis was done indicating it was 1950s stock, but that might have been misdirection). Likewise, the
Cutler memo paper could be re-examined using modern techniques (e.g. fiber analysis, chemical ink dating) beyond what was available
in the 80s. Perhaps it was typed on an old typewriter, but maybe that typewriter had a specific flaw that could be traced to a machine in
a particular office. These are long-shots, but scientific progress in forensics means previously impossible tests might now yield results.

Interviews and Oral Histories: A human angle: many of the key players (Moore, Shandera, Doty, Friedman) are aging or have passed
(Friedman died in 2019). Collecting their firsthand accounts, memoirs, or any private correspondence could be invaluable. Stanton
Friedman’s personal files, for instance, were donated to a Canadian university; those archives might contain letters, notes, or leads not
yet public. Jaime Shandera has rarely spoken in detail – persuading him to give a comprehensive interview about everything that
happened (and any doubts he has in hindsight) would be a coup for researchers. Even the families of the original MJ-12 members might
have recollections or papers (e.g., the family of General Twining or Dr. Vannevar Bush) – perhaps an old family story about “the Roswell
business” that could either support or refute the MJ-12 claims. Such oral history could help differentiate the myth from any kernel of
truth (for instance, was there any secret panel in 1947? General Twining did write a real memo in September 1947 saying UFOs were
real phenomena – but that’s different from MJ-12).

Key Sources to Consult:

“The Roswell Incident” (1980) by Moore & Berlitz – not about MJ-12 per se, but this is the book that set the stage, and interestingly, MJ-
12 seems almost like a sequel to it. Understanding what Moore believed prior to MJ-12 gives insight into how the documents’ content
was formulated.

“The UFO Cover-Up Live!” (1988 TV special) – a curious piece of media history, this televised program introduced MJ-12 to a wide
American audience (calling it a “hoax” in the show). It featured various insiders (including two alleged former intel agents in shadow).
Reviewing this show provides context on how MJ-12 was viewed just a year after it went public, and it includes official Air Force
statements from the time. (Segments available online, 1988).

Contemporary news articles (1987-1989): Newspaper archives (e.g., New York Times, Washington Post, Omni Magazine) ran stories on
MJ-12. These often included quotes from officials and ufologists. The initial New York Times article on MJ-12 (e.g., Philip Boffey, June
1987) quoted NSA and AF spokesmen calling it a likely hoax. Such articles are useful to see what information was circulating then and
which claims were immediately challenged.

RationalWiki and Skeptics Society resources: While not academic, the RationalWiki page on Majestic 12 concisely compiles many
points with references . It also lists external links such as the Roswell Files analysis of MJ-12 (which was a thorough online
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debunking by James Easton). These can guide researchers to specific source documents and analyses, especially those done in the early
days of the internet (1990s) by citizen sleuths.

In conclusion, the MJ-12 documents remain a fascinating subject at the intersection of history, folklore, and forensic investigation. Further
research should prioritize original documentation and first-hand testimony, applying modern analytical techniques to wring out any
remaining clues. While the balance of evidence strongly indicates the MJ-12 papers were an elaborate hoax, resolving the remaining
mysteries – the who, how, and why – could provide a definitive epilogue to this chapter of UFO history. Whether one is a believer in
government UFO secrets or a hardened skeptic, MJ-12 offers a case study in how challenging it can be to discern fact from fabrication, and
it underscores the importance of critical thinking and thorough research in the face of extraordinary claims.
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